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Three potential scenarios used for planning ‘e

00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O0COES

Scenario N°1: 5th endemic coronavirus

SARS-CoV-2 remains highly contagious but causes mild illness in the majority of cases.
The virus can be grouped with the 4 other coronaviruses that circulate endemically. This
scenario is not unrealistic, but it may take many years to be realized.

Scenario N°2: “Flu-Like”

The disease presents itself as recurring epidemics when the conditions of transmission
are favorable (similar to seasonal influenza). Since the population has basic immunity,
severe forms of the disease are observed only in people at risk. It will be important to
continue to vaccinate at-risk groups and adopt preventive measures when transmission
is high.

Scenario 3: Ongoing pandemic through new VOCs

A new variant emerges evading acquired immunity and resulting in a large number of
cases. The health system is overloaded and therefore there are more deaths. The
situation is very similar to what was experienced at the beginning of 2020 in many
regions of the world.
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Covid has grown gradually less lethal over the pandemic, mainly due to
immunity, and is now slightly less lethal than flu on average

Evolution of Covid-19's infection fatality ratio® in England, relative to seasonal flu

20x% flu

10x flu

Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan
2020 2021 2022
*Covid IFR calculated using ONS death cert. mentions and ONS infection survey. **IFR for seasonal flu as calculated for Mew Zealand in BMJ
Source: ONS. Based on prior work by Dan Howdon FT graphic: John Burn-Murdach / @jburnmurdach

B FT
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Immunity, improved treatments and a less virulent variant have reduced its
severity, and it is now slightly less deadly than flu even for older people

Infection fatality ratio by age for Covid-19 and seasonal flu (log scale) 10%

0.1%

0.1%
0.01% 0.01%
0.001% 0.001%
fO.lx | ' ' 1 I 1
Age 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Sources: Mid 2020 Covid IFR from Marc Bevand / @zorinag; early 2022 IFR calculated using ONS Covid deaths and ONS infection survey
FT graphic by John Burn-Murdoch / @jburnmurdoch
©FT
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1 _AIIR-ICU, Extended Covid ICU BRI ANIR-ICU nviaurel> aw SOP uav ID
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P
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